THE LIFE OF GEORGE FISHER (1795-1873), and THE HISTORY OF THE 
FISHER FAMILY IN MISSISSIPPI, 1959 


Additions and Corrections, 1960 

There are several typographical errors which any reader will see 
and correct. More important are errors affecting names, dates, or 
facts, as noted below. Readers noting any further such errors will 
please send in corrections to Mary F. Parmenter, 1415 Broome St., 
Tallahassee, Florida., 
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24o That George Fisher was “back home 11 in Claiborne County, Miss, in 

December of 1830 is proved by his signature upon a marriage bond 
dated Dec. 14, 1830—that of Ishman Arthur, to wed Mrs. Cynthia 
(Hutchins) Cook, daughter of James Hutchins, progenitor of the 
Hutchins family of Claiborne County. See Note 37, and page 171. 

30. Omit reference to Note 52. 

31o Add reference to Note 53 after “on Galveston island." 

67o Valuable information upon George Fisher is afforded by Gustav 
Dresel > s Houston Journal: Adventures in North America and Texas , 
1837-1841 . Translated from a German Manuscript and Edited by Max 
Freund. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1954. 

Dresel, a talented and well educated young German, served during 
several months of 1838-39 as bookkeeper and salesman for George 
Fisher and Co., wholesale dealers, in the raw, fast-growing new town 
of Houston. Dresel remarks: "In 1839 Fisher liquidated his business, 
withdrew into private life, and is now a notary public and advocate. 
The man was once married in Port Gibson, Mississippi, but then left 
his family to go to Mexico. It was never known why he had left, 
though he always supported his wife and children. His only cor¬ 
respondent in Europe was the Bishop of Ragusa." 

We deeply regret that we did not know of this book. Dr. Freund has 
written very graciously of our publication, and is interested in the 
various pictures of Fisher. He reproduces the engraving from John 
Livingston's Portraits of Eminent Americans , with this caption: 

"George Fisher, Dresel‘s first employer in Texas, a leading citizen 
of the Republic and first president of the Houston society dedicated 
to the welfare of German immigrants." since Dresel was a merchant 
in Natchez, in Grand Gulf, and in Port Gibson, Mississippi libraries 
should be interested in procuring this book, so well edited by Dr. 
Freund, Professor Emeritus of Rice Institute, Houston. 

Dr. Freund has sent us a clipping from the Houston Chronicle of 
1940 with an account of the founding of the Houston Chamber of Com¬ 
merce on April 4, 1840. George Fisher was prime mover and principal 
speaker. 

74o We now believe that our frontispiece originated from a daguerreo¬ 
type taken in Merida, Yucatan in November, 1841. Daguerre's invention 
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was published in Paris in 1839. Soon Samuel F. Bo Morse in New York 
gave instruction in the new method 0 John Lloyd Stephens bought a 
camera which he and Catherwood took with them to Yucatan to use in 
the Mayan ruins. Stephens describes how gaily they practised upon 
their friends in Merida, during the month they were daily with George 
Fisher. 

86. Amerman (not Annermann). The Amerman family is well known in 

Houston. Dr. Andrew Forest Muir, Lecturer in History at Rice Insti¬ 
tute, informs us that the Amerman family owns, or owned, a large 
painting of George Fisher. A print of it, which he kindly lent, 
shows a young man, such as Fisher would have been when first in 
Mississippi in the 1820's. In 1848 when he married Mrs. Amerman- 
Fleming in Houston he was 53. See Notes 133, 134, page 159. We need 
to do further research upon the various portraits. 

102. Insert comma after Wilson. 

116. August, 1861 (not 1851). 

118. Dr. Muir points out that a notice in the San Francisco Bulletin 
for Feb. 15, 1859 shows that George Fisher and Caroline H. were 
married in New York City on Jan. 19, 1859. 

149. Note 62. B. F. Smith was from Hinds County, Miss. 

208. Premont, Tex. (not Fremont). 

209. L 44(5) Leah Eleanor (Love) McKinnon lives in Wichita Falls, Tex. 
(not Shreveport, La.). L 46(5) Frances Cecil (Sydnes) Arendale was 
married on Dec. 25, 1937 (not 1917), and lives in Beaumont, Tex. (not 
Wichita Falls). 

/ 

226. Panama in 1851 (not 1850). 

22 7. ...it was the "North's. 11 William F. Foote's ... 

237. H 21(4) Lutye Rebecca (not Ludye). 

238. H 32(4) Sadie (Luster) died April 30, 1958 (not May 11). 

H 33(4) Mary Eliza (Luster) was born Mar. 19, 1891 (not Mar. 8). 

H 37(4) Ida Ethelyn (Luster),(not Ethlyn), here and on page 246. 

239. ... twin daughters, born July 28, 1933 (not 1934). 

Ralph McGee Stutts (not Stutz). 

244. Lexington, Miss, (not Ky.). 

245. DeSassure (not DeSaussure), here and on page 255. 

Wilmot (not Wilmont), here and on page 254. 
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246. Branson (not Bronson), here and on page 256. Omit * from H 103(5). 

H 38(4) Camille (Luster) Coleman was married in Memphis, Tenn. (not 

Greenwood). H 104 (5) should read Gladys Aden. 

247. H 107(5) Joan Elizabeth (not Jean), born Aprl. 24 (not Apr. 4). 

H 43(4) ... on Dec. 22, 1926 (not Dec. 23). 

249o H 49(4) Ethel Emma (Fisher) Butterworth: Omit statement, "They both 
teach... H etc. 

250. H 134(6) Ralph Kenneth (not Ralph B.). 

H 63(5) Charles Menard Ray should be H 61(5) Byron Fisher Ray. 

254. Under H 86(5) add: Marybelle Calvert was dau. of Clint Campbell and 
Katherine Gertrude (Buckley) Calvert. 

255. Under H 92(5), vocational technical training at Hinds Junior 
College (not military training). 

256. H 166(6) Keren Ellen (not Karen). 

After H 167(6) add: H 167(6)A Betty Jane, born Nov. 19, 1954 

H 167(6)B George'McLaurin, Jr., born Jan. 23,*58. 
Under H 102(5), Marianne Kissel (not Mariane). Res., Glendale, 

Ariz. (not Cal.). 

257. H 173(6) Melissa Kay was born in Phoenix, Ariz. (not Glendale,Cal.). 
H 104(5) Gladys Aden Coleman on June 15, 1957 (not Aug. 3, 1932) was 

married to David Evans Pryor of Calhoun City, Miss. He was born Aug. 3, 
1932, son of Evans Eugene and Mary Virginia (Griffin) Pryor.' Both are 
graduates of Millsapps College, Jackson. 

H 175(6) Donald Ashley (not Robert). 

H 177 (6) Robert Peter (not Ashley). 

258. Under H 111(5) ... born in New Orleans in 1929 (not 1928). 

H 178(6) Earle (not Earl) 

H 179(6) Erline Ann (not Erlene) born Sept. 24, 1953 (not Sept. 23). 

259. Under H 116(5) Mildred (Sutton) Hubbard, not (Lewis). 

264. G 9(3) Genevieve Fisher, not G 9(4). 

G 13(3) lone Frederica Fisher, not G 13(4). 

267. G 53(5) Ethel Warrene, born May 17, 1904 (not May 5). 

269. Under G 27(4) Oct. 23, 1889 (not 1887). 

276. G 117(6) Beverly Sue born Nov. 20, 1949 (not 1940). 

278. Under G 86(5) Emory (not Emery). lone (not Irene). 

G 136(6) Laurin lone (not Lauren). 

In Index, besides corrections noted above: Under Love, H 16(4) 
should be L 16(4); under Sisk, G 29(4) should be G 27(4). 



The Life of George Fisher (1795-1873) and the History of the Fisher Family in Mississippi, 1959 
Mary Fisher Parmenter, Walter Russell Fisher, Lawrence Edward Mallette 

Supplement to "Additions and Corrections, 1960" 
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3. Footnote 6 states that Mr. Vlaho S. Vlahovic believes Fisher's Serbian family name (which Fisher never revealed in 
North America) was Sagic. The senior author (Mallette) had hoped someday to travel to Hungary or Yugoslavia in 
hopes of learning Fisher's true family name (personal communication, 1959). Both countries, however, were 
inaccessible behind the communist "Iron Curtain" until well after Mr. Mallette's death in 1960. 

Fisher was educated in Carlowitz. This town at the time was under the rule of the Hapsburg monarchy, but was the 
spiritual, political and cultural center of the Serbs. Today it is a city in Serbia known as Sremski Karlovci (meaning the 
Karlovci of the Srem region). I (the senior author's grandson) travelled there in 2014 as the guest of a Carlowitz resident. 
I learned that Fisher's Serbian name is known from extensive correspondence Fisher carried out with a childhood friend 
in Carlowitz, in which he mentions that he, Dorde Sagic, or Jorge Shagich, is using the name George Fisher in his new 
life. I was unable to secure a photocopy of this correspondence, but it is widely referenced by Serbian writers on the 
topic. The Serbian name is pronounced roughly "Djor'-jeh Shah'-gich." 

2. Footnote 4 documents the statement, "He was being trained to become a priest of the Orthodox Church.." by referring the 
reader to Appendix A, Page 127, where Livingston's biography of Fisher is discussed. The phrase "training to become a 
priest" may be clarified by quoting directly from Page 441 of Book 3 of Livingston's Portraits of Eminent Americans: 

"After the decease of his father, he entered the college of Carlowitz, under the charge of His Excellency, 

Stephen Stratimirovitch, then Archbishop of the Greek Church in Austria, having his Episcopal See at 
Carlowitz. He was here educated in the tenets of that church, which appear to have been those of his family, 
and according to their desire, he was to have been devoted to it, by investing him, at the proper age, with holy 
orders. But Providence had otherwise ordered; and in 1813, becoming wearied with the monotony of student- 
life, and feeling a decided repugnance to taking orders, he left the college, and joined the revolutionary ranks 
of Servia, under the command of George Petrovitch - the celebrated "Black George" of history." 

In other words his widowed mother placed him as a ward of the Archbishop intending that he study for the priesthood, 
but upon his coming of age in 1813 he "left the college." Does the historical record support this story? 

Yes, but only in part. Sremski Karlovci is home to both a Gymnasium and an Orthodox Seminary, founded in 1791 and 
1794 respectively, both still active. The curriculum of the Gymnasium included four Primary years and two advanced 
years of the Humanities, the educational equivalent of a combination of today's high school and college. 

The City Archive of Sremski Karlovci still holds the records of Sagic's matriculation and class standing at the 
Gymnasium for three years, 1807-08, 1808-09 and 1809-10. These records are hand-written in Latin, which was the 
language of instruction. Sagic was a good but not outstanding student, ranking in the top fourth of his class. The record 
shows that he completed the 1809-10 year, but did not matriculate thereafter. The city archivist carried out an extensive 
search of the records of the Sremski Karlovci Seminary and found no record of Sagic having been a student there. 

Thus, statements in Parmenter (as on Page 2) that Fisher had "escaped from the seminary" are slightly inaccurate, as are 
Fisher's own statements that he left school after 1813. We have no information on the missing three years, 1810-13. 

74. Stephens wrote, "His (Fisher's) Sclavonic name was Ribar, which in the German language, means a Fischer, and at 
school in Austria it was so translated..." The word "ribar" in Serbian and Croatian does indeed translate to the English 
word "fisherman." The Sremski Karlovci matriculation records, however, do not list a "Ribar" among the students, and I 
have been assured by several native Serbs that Ribar is simply never used as a Serbian family name. We surmise that 
Fisher gave Stephens a literal translation of "Fisher" into his native Serbian. We can only guess whether Fisher 
misunderstood Stephens' question or deliberately gave a less than straight forward answer, for whatever reason. 

86. This page reports that in 1848 Fisher married Mrs. Mary Caroline Fleming and that her will of 1858 mentions as heirs 
two daughters, Charlesetta Fisher and the late Ann Elizabeth Danforth, as well as two sons named Amerman. The 1960 
"Additions and Corrections" for Page 86 reported that "the Amerman family in Houston owns, or owned, a large 
painting of Fisher" and concluded "We need to do further research (on) the various portraits." 

The marriage to Mary Caroline occurred soon after Fisher had returned from his two years in at the Texas Land Office 
in Austin. Since Fisher left for California sometime in 1849, we can surmise that this marriage and his endeavors in 



Houston during these months were less than successful. We know that Fisher left his large collection of books and 
manuscripts behind when he left for California and that he was not to return to Houston until 1856 (Parmenter, et ah, 
Page 102-103). He would likely have left the painting behind as well. I can now provide further information about the 
Amerman family and the provenance of this portrait. 

Mary Caroline and her descendants are shown in the family tree attached, constructed from information in her will and 
documents available on the Ancestry.com website. Mary Caroline Dodge was bom in 1789 in Newburgh, Orange 
County, New York, about 70 miles up the Hudson River from New York City. She married Isaac Amerman in 
Newburgh in 1803. They had four children, all bom in Orange County, New York. Husband Isaac died in 1829, when 
Mary Caroline was only 39 years old. I could not find the record of her subsequent marriage to a Mr. Fleming. 

Her older daughter was Ann Eliza (not Ann Elizabeth) Amerman, who married Jonathan Danforth sometime before 
1835 and died in 1856 in Connecticut. I found records for two Danforth children, but there may have been others. 

Mary Caroline’s younger daughter, Charlesetta M. Amerman, married Fisher Ames Fisher (not related to our George 
Fisher) in New York City in 1839. This puts to rest the speculation on Page 86 that Charlesetta might have been a child 
of, or adopted by, our George Fisher. She lived her entire life in the New York City area and died in Brooklyn in 1883. 

The older son was John D Amerman, who lived his entire life in New York and died in 1889. 

The younger son, Augustus H Amerman, married Melissa Moore, who was born in New York. Their son Almeron 
Fields Amerman was born in Orange County, NY in 1844. Augustus, his wife and son came to Houston with or shortly 
after Mary Caroline and spent most of their life there. Almeron’s descendants became prominent in Houston life. His 
son, Almeron Earl Amerman was a judge and was mayor of Houston 1918-1921. 

In 2005 I was able to contact Mary Caroline’s great-great-grandson, Robert Abel ’’Bob” Amerman. He informed me that 
the painting of George Fisher is now in the possession of Houston’s Heritage Society. My contact with The Heritage 
Society revealed that they display the painting in the Kellum-Noble house in Sam Houston Park in downtown Houston. 
My photo of the painting is attached. The portrait is unsigned, so the artist and place of execution are unknown. The 
Heritage Society has sponsored at least one restoration of the portrait. 

Bob said that, according to Amerman family lore, Fisher left many of his possessions, including the portrait (and quite a 
few I.O.U.s), behind when he went to California in 1849, and that the Amerman family did not remember him fondly. 

Fisher returned to Houston in 1856 to settle his affairs and retire his debts there (Parmenter et al. Pages 102-103). At that 
time he donated his large collection of books and manuscripts to the State of Texas, the Houston Lyceum and the 
Masonic Grand Lodge in Waco. He also made over land to Mary Caroline (see below). 

Mary Caroline’s 1858 will and its probate are recorded in Book M of Harris County Probate Records, starting on Page 
71. The inventory of her possessions (Page 73) includes ’’2 pictures and frames” valued at 25 cents. There would have 
been no motive to ship the portrait to New York to children who had never met Fisher, and the shipping cost would have 
been prohibitive. We can assume that her son Augustus inherited the portrait. Augustus died the very next year and 
would have left the portrait to his only son Almeron, who had five children, including the sisters Katie and Nona. 

Bob recalled as a child seeing the Fisher portrait hanging in the back bedroom of his "old maid aunts’ house.” Bob said, 
and census records confirm, that Katie and Nona kept house together most of their life. Bob recalled that when the 
sisters broke up housekeeping late in life, they gave the portrait to their niece Jane Vanzant. Heritage Society records 
show it was she and her husband who donated the portrait in 1966. 

The land Fisher made over to Mary Caroline in 1856 is recorded in the probate inventory of her land (Book M, Page 
545) as ”1476 acres George Fisher on Spring Creek Harris County $1474.” Records of the Texas Land Office show that 
George Fisher had purchased one-third of a league of land (1476 acres) in March 1838 (see attached). This land in 
today’s Spring Branch area of Houston is now worth many millions. Fisher paid less than $30 for it. 

The Heritage Society collection also holds the book Pictoral History of the American Revolution , signed on the flyleaf 
’’George Fisher, Austin, April 12, 1847” and, in a different hand, ’’Mrs. Amerman.” We don’t know whether this Mrs. 
Amerman was Melissa Moore Amerman or Mary Frances Codings Amerman (see family tree). This book is likely of the 
same provenance as the painting. Photos of book and its flyleaf are show on the next page.. 


Lawrence E Mallette, II, MD, PhD (great-great-great grandson of George Fisher) 
August 2019. 




George Fisher (Portrait in Collection of The Heritage Society) 



Documentation of land purchase 1838. (Texas Land Office Records) 



Book acquired by Fisher in Austin while he ran the Texas Land Office (Collection of The Heritage Society) 



















Amerman family tree 


Mary Caroline DODGE 
b. 1 Oct 1789, Newburgh, Orange, NY, USA 
d. 16 Mar 1858, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 
& Isaac AMERMAN 

b. 17 Jun 1783, Newburgh, Orange, NY, USA 
d. 24 Mar 1829, Newburgh, Orange, NY, USA 
m. 3 Dec 1803, Newburgh, Orange, NY, USA 


Ann Eliza AMERMAN 
b. abt 1808, New York, USA 
d. 28 Sep 1856, Connecticut, USA 
& Jonathan DANFORTH 
b. abt 1815 
d. 30 Jun 1868 


Mary W DANFORTH 

d. 16 Mar 1883, Connecticut, USA 


Charles D DANFORTH 
b. 1835 
d. 1838 


John D AMERMAN 
b. 26 Aug 1814 

d. 17 Jun 1869, Kings County, New York, USA 
& Sarah VEGHTE 
b. 1825 
d. 7 Jan 1864 


Augustus Henry AMERMAN 

b. 15 Jan 1815, Otisville, Orange Co, New York, USA 

d. 26 Oct 1859, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 

& Melissa MOORE 

b. 20 Jan 1815, NY, USA 

d. 5 Dec 1874, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 


Almeron Fields AMERMAN 

b. 23 Apr 1844, Otisville, Orange, New York, United States 

d. 13 Aug 1919, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 

& Mary Frances COLLINGS 

b. 20 Jan 1850, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 

d. 8 Aug 1934, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 

m. 11 Aug 1871, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 


Katie Terrell AMERMAN 

b. 22 Sep 1872, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 

d. 2 Dec 1967, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 


George Henry AMERMAN 

b. 25 Mar 1875, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 

d. 16 May 1875, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 


Nona Leigh AMERMAN 

b. 4 Aug 1876, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 

d. 27 Aug 1967, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 


Judge/Mayor Almeron Earl AMERMAN Sr 
b. 24 Mar 1878, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 
d. 31 Mar 1958, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 
& Cordelia “Cora” BOSTICK 


Charles Henry Collings AMERMAN Sr. 
b. 19 Mar 1884, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 
d. 16 Jun 1946, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 
& Lillie Emelie ABEL 
b. 7 Apr 1889, Franklin, Louisana, USA 
d. 16 Apr 1968, Houston, Harris, Texas, USA 
m. 28 Oct 1916, Franklin, Louisana, USA 


Charlesetta Miller AMERMAN 

b. 19 Feb 1820, Newburgh, Orange, NY, USA 

d. 14 Jul 1902, New York, NY 

& Fisher Ames FISHER 

b. 19 Jul 1814, Yarmouth, ME 

d. 25 Mar 1893, Brooklyn, Kings, New York, USA 

m. 23 May 1839, New York City, NY 















